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Bank of America Corporation

Key Employees
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Name

Kenneth D Lewis

| Walter E Massey
0 Temple Sloan
William Baret
Frank P Bramble

Joh Title

 Chief Executive Officer and

President
Chairman

Lead Director

Director

Director
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Board

Executive Board

Non Executive Board
Non Executive Board

Non Executive Board

Non Executive Board

Compensation
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| | Detail View /% Datamonitor Report (226K) #¥

SWOT ANALYSIS

BoA provides a range of financial services including retail banking, corporate banking, investment
banking, asset management, and credit card services. BoA is one of the leading financial services
companies and one of the top two banks in the US. At the end of first half of 2007, the company was
the 11th largest company in the world terms of market capitalization and fourth largest in the world
in terms of earnings. The company's market position is supported by a strong distribution network,
unmatched by its competitors. The company, therefore, enjoys a dominant market position and
leverages its position to gain competitive advantage over its peers. However, the losses due to sub
prime market exposure put pressure on margins and erosion of capital.

Strengths Weaknesses

Leading market position further Sub-optimal geographic asset allocation
strengthened by the acquisition of impacting return on assets

Countrywide and Merrill Lynch Inability to curb deteriorating asset quality
Ability to withstand financial crisis and impacting returns and profitability

economic slowdown

Prudent capital management and dividend

policy — strengthening solvency

Opportunities Threats

Credit card operations and affinity marketing = CDO and sub prime exposure likely to be

likely to provide long term growth significant threat
Wealth management business likely to be | Increased regulatory pressures on
benefited from Merrill Lynch acquisition interchange rates likely to impact credit card

T | @ Wereprer
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JTa Konnekumnsa obecnevymnBaeT HENPEB30OUOEHHbIN OXBaT
NOJSTHOTEKCTOBbLIX N34aHUN, KacatoLencsa MHOMMX oTpacreu
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The future for stem

Robin Lovell-Badge

cell research

ISy ! Cemries, MRC. !

T o M S Lowfos NWT 144, UK

re.m\‘ v\m\h‘\m e sr.k?

Stem cells have offered much hope by promising to greatly extend the numbers and range of patients who
ceuld benzfit from transplants, and 10 provide call replacement therzpy to treat debilitating diseases such as
diabetes, Palklnsm s and Hunlingten's disease. The issue of stem call research is politically charged,

gists to begin eng in ethical debates, and generating in the g2neral public an urusually
hlqh Ie’.el of interest in this aspect of biology. But excitemznt notwithstending, there is a long way to go in
basic research before new therapies will be established, and now the pressure is on for scientists ar

clinicians to deliver.

cientists and clinictins hive been beavering

vy in the backgronnd on stem cell research

for years, but it took two beeakthronghs —

animal chning by lan Wilomt,  Keith

Campbell and colleagues' anxd the derival

of phiripatent buman embrycaic stem (ES) cdls by Jamie
Thomson and co-workers” — ta really shake things np.
The first showed that an xlult cell nuckus can be
reprogramimed to produce an entire aninal, a dramatic
demonstration of hidden potential, and the second
provided a e scarce of cells for cell-based therapics
I’or many human diseases. Even iare intriguing was the
matian of combining the twa in the process of ‘tharapentic
clening), whereby ES cells coukd be (in theory anyway)
derived from a patient’s cell, thus avoiding preblems of
une rejection, and then coeed into forming large
quantities of the cell types neadad for a cure. The
derivation of huran embeyonic germ (EG) edll lines from
aborted fetnses, with a similar potential to ES cells, by

Figure 1Phepobncy ol mose
earbeyees sdom £ ceds.

2. fgyoqies o mueeEScdks
femngembeyl bedes. Thedark
stanmngshows eqpiesscaf Seazin
thebess ciffonrtited cdbs, ehaicas
therind of ciesertised ackdamis
wnstzinad. (megaccukesy ol
Rediet. b, Hiskdogicl secicaiola
seabcndnom daried frmmase
ES cols. My cifferent o typesom
Foured, Alformesd o theES cdbs,
ndudngngresantaiazof al fuoe
grmlirgets. frsge cotimy of RU
Porams) o, Theulimegatest of
pharpotentidity:a chimora meds by
jecing FSccksinton besccps. The
prmertocaras i the
ceetrbubonf ES cdldetmaties othe
skin bul o tesiesam composed of a
mahseof ESadhast arbry
dataties Fvena sige S odlan
graa chimoora kbethes
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John Gearhart's group®, pravided an alternative roule 1o
cblain cells for treating patients, moiding the need to use
v embeyas, Bt lhm. more recml adult gem cells
any chiims th |Ilq are
more phslnc than previousy llluughl and can in same
cirenmstances cantribute to cell types very different from
those in their tissue of origin. This has suggested that
patient-specific stem cdl lllcnpr an be arried out
witheat chr

As is evident from m'ldu\g the arlicles comprigng this
Trsight, st d for explorati st
new termain of basic hulogy' Fumdamental questions
remain, aach s what defines atem cellinmolecular terms,
what sigral li trel slcmodl i iation,and

diatdossit meanto Scienti

3 the \m (kl’mllau of: sﬂdn cell, with the

recensidel

of the differentiated cell state. Although this ||nn:rhinl)'
is nonerving, in the end we will profit from a better
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{Fig. 4a), and that it overexpression activates an NF-xB reparter
gene in a dase-dependent manner {Fig. 4b, ¢). The Ghuld2—Lys
mutagon reduces the activagon of NF-xB by Edanadd (Fig. 4b )
however, removing the Traf hinding mot fhas ttk offect an NFxB
activation (Fig. 4b ), suggesting that Traf recruitment i not crucial
for this function. Edaradd signalling was abolished by ddetion of
its Neterminal 70 amino adds (EdawraddANTO) (Fig 4d). When oo

expressed with full-kngth Edar, EdaraddANTO interferes with the
receptorsahility to activate NF-«B (Fig.4d), presumablyactng asa
domimnt negative mhibitar. That EdaaddAN7O can block the
activation of NF-xB by Edur Slustrates Euradd’s cenmal rake m
Edarsignalling, and ako suggeststhat it has a modubar structure’ in
which the Cotermimal death domain & required far receptor
engagement and the N-terminal region is responsible far signal
tansduction.

Our results dentify a pathway in which Edar & activased by Eca
and uses Edwadd @ an adapter to buikd an intraceBular signal
tansdudng complex. This Imcar athway explins the identical
phalolnvu of the T, d and a mutants, and Wso the genetic

ity of human hypohidrat dermal dysphsia. The
adapter malecukes luld and la.ld are central %0 death receptor
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A Primer on Genetics, Genomics and Plant Breeding

Wilfred Vermerris

Genetics Institute and Agronomy department, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL, USA,
wev@ufl.edu

2.1 Introduction

The focus of this book, as the title indicates, is on the genetic improvement of bio-
energy crops. Chapter 4 deals with the biochemistry and genetics of cell wall biosyn-
thesis, and Chapters 7-15 focus on individual crops, with an emphasis on the breed-
ing strategies that can be employed to improve these crops for bioenergy production.
These chapters are written with the assumption the reader has basic knowledge of
plant genetics and plant breeding. In order to make this book accessible to a broad
audience, this primer is intended to provide basic background information on plant
molecular genetics and plant breeding. The chapter is written for an audience with
basic knowledge of biology and chemistry. Textbooks that offer a more detailed and
extensive treatise on the various topics are referenced throughout the text. It should
be possible to read the main Sections (2.2, 2.3, etc.) independently from each other.
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with and emphasis on the breeding strategies that can be employed to improve
these crops for bioengineering.

2.1 Introduction

The focus of this book, as the title indicates, is on the genetic improvement of
bioenergy crops. Chpater 4 deals with the biochemistry and genetics of cell
wall biosynthesis, and chapters 7-15 focus on individual crops, with and em-
phasis on the breeding strategies.that can be employed to improve these crops
for bioengineering production.These chapter are written with the assuption the
reader has basic knowledge of plant gentetics and plant production.

Chpater 4 deals with the biochemistry and genetics of cell wall biosynthesis,
and chapters 7-15 focus on individual crops, with and emphasis on the breeding
strategies that can be employed to improve these crops for bioengineering
production.These chapter are written with the assuption the reader has basic
knowledge of plant gentetics and plant production.
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