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The Scopus solution to 

predatory journals
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Agenda

• Predatory publishing is on the rise

• Scopus content curation program:

• Re-evaluation

• Radar

• ‘The rule of three’
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Predatory journals and 

publishing
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Predatory journals are on the rise

Source: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/10/01/study-finds-huge-increase-articles-published-predatory-journals

‘Such Open Access 

journals, of which there 

are thousands, charge 

authors hundreds of 

dollars in return for 

nonexistent peer review 

and rapid publication.’

‘…the journals dumped 

more than 420,000 

articles into the market in 

2014, up from 53,000 in 

2010.’

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/10/01/study-finds-huge-increase-articles-published-predatory-journals
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Scopus is dealing with this situation on regular basis

Source: https://forbes.kz/process/science/pochemu_kazahstanskim_uchenyim_ne_stoit_kormit_hischnyie_jurnalyi

https://forbes.kz/process/science/pochemu_kazahstanskim_uchenyim_ne_stoit_kormit_hischnyie_jurnalyi
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Predatory journals in Scopus

Facebook posting on 10 predatory journals covered in Scopus:

All 10 titles have been Re-evaluated by the CSAB and 8/10 were 

discontinued from Scopus coverage. 

2/10 Were deemed as meeting the Scopus content selection criteria and 

coverage is continued in Scopus.
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Next to discontinuing predatory 

& underperforming journals 

from Scopus, we also aim to:
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Try to prevent authors from submitting 

papers to predatory journals

From: Elsevier public media:

Efforts to detect and eliminate predatory 
journals are leading to results, but are 
only part of the story. Real success 
requires discouraging authors to 
submit to predatory journals. Most 
authors are not aware of the 
malpractices of these journals. They 
are lured into submitting their 
manuscripts by being promised 
indexation in abstract and citation 
databases while their submission fees 
end up in the pockets of illegitimate 
‘publishers’ that do not provide any value 
to the content like established publishers 
do. This problem is especially 
prevalent in emerging science nations 
such as China, Russia, India and 
Brazil and Kazakhstan.

Source: https://blog.scopus.com/posts/is-a-title-indexed-in-scopus-a-reminder-

to-check-before-you-publish

https://blog.scopus.com/posts/is-a-title-indexed-in-scopus-a-reminder-to-check-before-you-publish
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Re-evaluation
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Structural approach: Ongoing content curation to 

ensure continuous high quality content

Identification of poor 

performing journals 

using metrics and 

benchmarks

“Radar” to predict 

journals with outlier 

performance

Direct feedback from 

users and 

stakeholders on poor 

performing journals

Re-evaluation by the Content Selection & Advisory Board (CSAB)

Content Curation

Curation of the full journal base is essential and expected by our 

customers and users.

Review:

Curate:
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Transparent, annual re-evaluation process to ensure 

titles continue to meet high quality standards

Learn more on this topic via the Scopus blog: http://blog.scopus.com/posts/scopus-launches-annual-journal-re-evaluation-process-to-maintain-content-quality

or Elsevier.com: http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection#title_re-evaluation

Full Scopus Journal base

Year 1

Year 2

Analyze full Scopus journal corpus performance based on 

set metrics & benchmarks

Flag underperforming journals & inform journal publishers

If a journal underperforms for 2 consecutive years, CSAB 

will re-evaluate the title based on Scopus selection criteria

Continue forward flow Discontinue forward flow or

Analyze full Scopus journal corpus performance based on 

set metrics & benchmarks

Flag underperforming journals & inform journal publishers

Flagged journals for which concerns are raised, CSAB will 

re-evaluate the title based on Scopus selection criteria

CSAB review

CSAB decision

http://blog.scopus.com/posts/scopus-launches-annual-journal-re-evaluation-process-to-maintain-content-quality
http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection#title_re-evaluation
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First round of Re-evaluation: the results

• All journal publishers were informed by Scopus of the Re-evaluation 

outcome of their journal in December 2016.

• If discontinued = Journal forward flow discontinued per January 1, 2017.

For more information: http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection#title_re-evaluation

>22,000 Journals in 

Scopus database

300 Journals 

underperformed 

for 2 sequential 

years, or 

concerns were 

raised

100% Re-

evaluated 

by CSAB
60% 

Discontin

ued

http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content/content-policy-and-selection#title_re-evaluation
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Re-evaluation 2016 results broken down

303
re-evaluation 

titles
Metrics Publication concerns

108

190

145

45
66

42
61%

24%

5 Titles excluded from analysis: did not meet Scopus 

minimum criteria

WoS suppressed 18 titles in total in 2016, per http://ipscience-

help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/titleSuppressions.html.

http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/titleSuppressions.html
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Radar: Identify and filter out outlier journals

Outlier journals are journals indexed in Scopus which 

show outlier behavior and rapid, unexplainable 

changes in  behavior.

Journals showing that behavior are red flags as this may 

point to (the beginning of) malpractice. 



|     16|     16|     16

Example of outlier behavior and changes in trends
Source: a biotech journal

Indian 

institutes
Chinese institutes

Rapid 

output 

surge

Unexplainable change in publishing 

country, its an Indian journal 

Chinese authors publishing in a journal 

with title ‘An Indian Journal’
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Radar, to be launched Q3 2017

Source: https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content

Journals flagged by the Radar tool will be added to the Re-evaluation 

program and will be re-evaluated by the CSAB.

To keep track of which titles have been discontinued from Scopus coverage due 

to underperformance, check Scopus Discontinued Sources list (300 titles):

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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Why is it important to keep track of Scopus 

Discontinued Sources list?

• National Research Assessments and University Rankings must be aware as 

coverage changes will alter their output.

• SciVal outputs will be impacted due to the discontinued sources.

• Authors to not publish their articles in underperforming journals. 

Source: https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus/content
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‘The rule of three’

• Predatory publishing is on the rise around 

the globe

• Re-evaluation is an annual running program 

where all journals covered in Scopus are 

checked against set metrics & benchmarks. 

If journals do not meet any of the benchmarks 

for 2 years in a row, the journal will be re-

evaluated by the CSAB.

• Radar tool will flag outlier journals. These 

titles will be re-evaluated by the CSAB.
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www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence

Спасибо!

Scopus info site: https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus

Scopus blog: http://blog.scopus.com

Webinar series: http://blog.scopus.com/webinars

Twitter: www.twitter.com/scopus

Facebook: www.facebook.com/elsevierscopus

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/ScopusDotCom

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
http://blog.scopus.com/
http://blog.scopus.com/webinars
http://www.twitter.com/scopus
http://www.facebook.com/elsevierscopus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/scopus-an-eye-on-global-research
https://www.youtube.com/c/ScopusDotCom

